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TOP NEWS CEU RESOURCES FOR INSTRUCTORS

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 Recertification

Top News 

System Upgrade: Mark Your Calendar 

The Certification system (online profile access) will be down from Wednesday, October 30 at 7 pm ET 
until Monday, November 4 at 9 am ET. 
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This is the first major overhaul on your profiles in a very long time and we are excited about the 
improved design and mobile-friendliness. 

Thank you for your understanding and patience. 

 

 

  

Child Passenger Safety Week 2019  
September 15-September 21 

 NHTSA’s Child Passenger Safety Week Materials 
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In 2018, we had 45 States participating based on locations in the NHTSA Inspection Station Locator and 
782 inspection stations participating in CPS Week activities. Thank you for all that you do to protect and 
empower children and families. 

Submitted by Laura Dunn, NHTSA (Washington, DC) 

 

Safe Kids Worldwide Observes National Child Passenger Safety Month 

Join Safe Kids Worldwide in the month of September as we urge parents and caregivers to lead by 
example when driving young children. Studies show that when adults are buckled, kids are buckled. It 
has been that way for many years. We can help parents become good role models for safety behaviors 
and that can start with every adult occupant buckling up for every ride! And that is a safety habit that 
can last a lifetime. 

September 15-21, 2019 is the official week designated by NHTSA to elevate CPS for drivers. Safe Kids 
coalitions will provide more than 450 CPS community awareness activities such as education classes, 
checkup events or assisting at retail outlets throughout September. Our emphasis this year will highlight 
the significant part parents and caregivers play as role models, especially for their forward-facing 
children from the age of two or more. Kids in a back seat sit very close to the driver over a long period 
of time, for 10+ years. They are constantly watching, repeating what is said, and imitating adult 
behaviors. Now is the time to prepare parents for the long journey as role models as their children may 
be silent observers for many years, absorbing both good and bad adult habits in the car. 

Do you want to hear what parents think of this idea of the role model?  Ask them at the next checkup 
event what they have said or done in the car that they would be horrified for their child to do when they 
are a teen driver. Make it personal, it’s enlightening!  

Check us out at www.safekids.org, on LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to see what’s new in 
our social media messaging. As always, Safe Kids thanks every technician who has contributed to child 
passenger safety throughout the year and during National Child Passenger Safety Week!    

Submitted by Lorrie Walker, Safe Kids Worldwide. (Deerfield Beach, Fla.) 

 

Mock seat checks…are they for me? 

Each technician and instructor must complete 5 specific seat checks with an instructor or technician 
proxy as part of their recertification requirements. Observation and verification of seat checks is critical 
to quality assurance. Recertification requires that technicians and instructors demonstrate technical and 
communication skills during each of the five seat checks in the presence of an instructor or technician 
proxy. 

You may be able to get all of your required seat checks completed without attending four or more 
events, depending on the number of actual seat checks that you can complete at each event. Please make 
sure to reach out to the event or inspection station coordinator to let them know what seats you need to 
recertify. 

Featured FAQ: I want to recertify and I need to know how to complete my seat check sign offs. What 
should I do? 
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If you have attended several events and still need a seat check signed-off, mock seat checks are allowed 
if the Instructor or Technician Proxy is comfortable using the option. Mock seat checks should be a final 
resort to meet any seat checks not able to be completed at actual events. Observing interactions and 
education with caregivers is best practice and is the best way for an instructor or technician proxy to 
assess the technical and communication skills of the tech/instructor. 

Instructors: If you are at an update and mock seat checks are offered, consider limiting them to 
encourage attendance at events and to be able to observe real-life technical and communication skills. 
Technicians should not be completing all of their seat checks via mock seat checks. 

Remember, each mock seat check is a lost opportunity to help educate a caregiver. 

Featured FAQ: What if I attend a series of events and can't finish my seat checks? Can I set up a mock 
check? 

 

Instructor Candidacy Teaching Requirements 

When an Instructor Candidate (IC) participates on the teaching team, they have an opportunity to 
showcase their technical and communication skills while working closely with their mentor. To ensure a 
more robust experience, what used to be  recommendations are now updated to be requirements. 
Instructor Candidates must still attend the entire course, including any pre- or post-course instructor 
meetings. During the course, ICs must:  

 Lecture for at least five hours, divided among at least three modules 

 Set up at least one hands-on exercise (classroom and/or vehicle) 

 Lead at least one hands-on exercise 

 Participate fully in the course 

The instructor team has a responsibility to provide feedback, through the assigned mentor, on a daily 
basis. 

If you are an IC, please be sure to talk with your mentor about how you can make the most of your IC 
experience and meet the above minimum requirements. 

 Instructor Candidacy FAQs 

 Instructor Candidacy Forms 

 

New Team Cert Member, Stephanie!  

We are delighted to announce that Stephanie Heitsch is joining Safe Kids Worldwide as the Certification 
Associate. Stephanie brings with her 20 years of experience in injury prevention and has been a certified 
instructor since 2001. Stephanie began with Injury Prevention in 1999 as the Wyoming THINK FIRST 
program coordinator and was the co-producer of the “Split Second Choice” seat belt  safety video. In 
2002 Stephanie became the coordinator for the State Child Passenger Safety Training Program, the Safe 
Kids Wyoming State Coordinator as well as being instrumental in legislative change in the Wyoming 
Child Restraint law. Stephanie moved to Cameroon, Africa in October 2017 and remained passionate 
about the Certification Program, continuing to coordinate CPS classes from Africa in the United States. 
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Due to political strife in Cameroon, Stephanie returned to the U.S. and rejoins her passion of Child 
Passenger Safety  

“I am thrilled to be joining the Safe Kids Worldwide Certification Team,” says Stephanie. “Having 
worked with SKW for over 20 years, I am honored to be a part of this incredible organization. Keeping 
children safe is my passion and I feel very fortunate to be given this opportunity to have a positive 
impact and make a difference every day.” 

Stephanie will be leading the CPST outreach updates by organizing webinars, supporting in-person 
updates (thanks, State Farm), and reviewing CEU preapproval applications. Feel free to welcome her 
with an email. 

And, yes, her CPS online profile has been updated!   

 

Mentoring: Making Us ALL Stronger Together  

Did you know approximately 10,000 baby boomers are retiring each day and 50% of the work force will 
consist of millennials by 2020? So what does that mean for you and what does that mean for Child 
Passenger Safety? 

It is imperative that organizations have a succession plan including mentoring the next generation of 
child passenger safety technicians and instructors. Also, current technicians and instructors should 
welcome new people into the field and also lead by example to mentor other technicians. You do not 
have to be an instructor to mentor and being a mentor does not necessarily have to involve a great 
amount of time. Just imparting your tips, trick and wisdom onto another technician and encouraging 
them may be all that is needed for someone to be that shining star in CPS. 

“A mentor is someone who allows you to see the hope inside yourself.” — Oprah Winfrey 

Mentoring: Making Us ALL Stronger Together is a pre-recorded video of a topic Debbie Landoskey and 
Alexis Kagiliery recently presented at the Kids In Motion conference in Orlando. Learn the power of 
working together through effective communication and mentorship to hold each other to a higher 
standard to help maintain the technical quality and standards set forth by the National CPS Board. 

Submitted by Debbie Landoskey, Quality Assurance Specialist, Safe Kids Worldwide. 

(Ormond Beach, Fla.) 

 

Policy Refresher – Consider applying to be a Technician Proxy 

Every technician and instructor is required to conduct 5 seat checks during their certification cycle and 
have them verified by either an instructor or a technician proxy. The purpose of the sign offs is to 
observe your technical skills and confirm your ability to communicate accurate information to parents/ 
caregivers, and children. Due to the limited number of instructors available to conduct seat check sign 
offs, technician proxies were created to bridge that gap and increase seat check sign off opportunities. 

A technician proxy is a CPST with at least six months of experience, who is proficient in their hands-on 
and communication skills and is willing to adhere to the standards in place for seat check reviews. Any 
technician who wishes to become a technician proxy must submit a Technician Proxy application with 
two testimonials from an instructor and a technician or instructor who can attest to your technical and 
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communication skills. Technician proxies must understand that they will be responsible for confirming 
the technical and communication skills of anyone they observe and must have confidence in the 
technician’s abilities before signing them off. 

For more information on this topic please see pages TP-1 – TP-2 of the Policies & Procedures Manual. 

A town hall webinar was recorded in 2016, which you may find of interest. Note that the application fee 
is currently $25. 

Submitted by Debbie Landoskey, Quality Assurance Specialist, Safe Kids Worldwide. 

(Ormond Beach, Fla.) 

 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Reports  

The National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA), an office of the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, is responsible for providing a wide range of analytical and statistical support to 
NHTSA and the highway safety community at large.  This edition features several State Data Programs 
available to you. 

State Data System (SDS) 

The thirty-four states currently participating in SDS are: Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

 How SDS Data Have Been Used 

 Not-in-Traffic Surveillance (NiTS)   

The Not-in-Traffic Surveillance (NiTS) system is a virtual data collection system designed to provide 
counts and details regarding fatalities and injuries that occur in non-traffic crashes and in non-crash 
incidents. 

The CPS community benefitted from this dataset when identifying heatstroke, driveway backovers and 
frontovers, trunk entrapment, etc. Since the injuries and fatalities did not occur on a roadway there was 
no crash report. This dataset can also be a source of information for off-road 4 wheelers and other 
wheeled vehicle incidents. While not perfect because injuries may not have been reported or treated at a 
hospital or captured on a death certificate, the ones that are often in this dataset and are a first step in 
identifying mechanisms of injury and crash locations. 

NiTS non-traffic crash data is obtained through NHTSA’s National Automotive Sampling System 
(NASS), General Estimates System and the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS). 

 NiTS Publications 

Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES)   
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Crash data alone do not fully reveal the medical and financial consequences of motor vehicle crashes. 
Linking crash, vehicle, and behavior characteristics to their specific medical and financial outcomes 
provides a more comprehensive understanding of motor vehicle crash outcomes. Crash prevention and 
mitigation factors can also be identified through data linkage. 

 CODES Contact List   

 NHTSA CODES Reports 

 

This Kid is the Cutest 

We are interested in showcasing pictures of kids secured in their car seats in the CPS Express. That’s 
right, send in your photo (must be 1200x600 px or 300 dpi as a png) and accompanying photo release 
form to Kerry and you may see it at the top of the next CPS Express! 

 

CEU Resources 

This section provides information on nationally available continuing education opportunities. We are not 
able to include information on state or local conferences, training or other technical updates if they 
cannot be made available nationally. This information is provided as a resource only. Events and 
activities listed here are not endorsed by Safe Kids Worldwide unless otherwise noted.  
CPS Express CEU Corner Submissions: Please e-mail the necessary information (in the format below) 
to Kerry Chausmer. 

 

Conferences 

Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities 
Tampa, FL 
March 15 - 17, 2020 

 

Online Courses 

A variety of webinars are available online and free of charge. Learn more. 

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 Troubleshoot to avoid problems: Run a System Check 

 Can I get credit for watching a webinar with a group?  
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 Can I use my smartphone? 

Car Seat Manufacturer Update: Convaid R82   
Thursday, September 5, 2019 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm ET 
Register Now 

Car Seat Manufacturer Update: Baby Trend   
Thursday, October 24, 2019 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm ET 
Register Now  

Microaggressions: A mini webinar on tiny insults and dismissals 
* Does not quality for CPS CEUs. May use for as part of Community Education requirement. 
Thursday, October 17, 2019 
2:00 pm – 2:20 pm ET 
Register Now 

How Much Information and When: Identifying and Maximizing the Teachable Moment 
* Does not quality for CPS CEUs. May use for as part of Community Education requirement. 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 *Date Changed* 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm ET 
Register Now 

More webinars coming soon! Updates posted on Facebook. 

 

For Instructors 

Instructor Preparedness Series: Course Kit  

What car seats should be in your course kit and how many are needed?  

The exact number of car seats needed for a course depends on your class size.  To keep a class running 
smoothly, the larger the class, the more equipment is needed. Having a variety of car seats, in good 
working order, with different features, and from a variety of car seat manufacturers with manuals is 
ideal. Manuals are easily misplaced but instructors come up with creative solutions, like this one from 
Kevin Poore from South Carolina (DHEC): Cable tie a zippered pencil bag onto each car seat to store 
the instruction manual. (Thank you for the great idea, Kevin!!) 
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What goes with car seats? DOLLS! Dolls are required for harnessing activities so ensure you have 
plenty of dolls or stuffed animals in a variety of sizes from infant to booster seat size. If you do not have 
the budget to purchase dolls, check out your local thrift store. 

Obviously, not all dolls will be lifelike, so ensure your students are also verbalizing their answers using 
correct terminology. Use this as an opportunity for students to put together their communication skills 
with their technical skills to prepare them for working with caregivers. This also teaches them to use the 
Learn, Practice and Explain model. 

Do you have toolkit tips? Please share them with me. 
Submitted by Debbie Landoskey, Quality Assurance Specialist, Safe Kids Worldwide. (Ormond Beach, 
Fla.) 

 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? 

Safe Kids Worldwide 
CPS Certification  
1255 23rd Street NW, Suite 400  
Washington, D.C. 20037 
cps.certification@safekids.org 
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Phone: 877-366-8154 (toll free)  
Fax: 202-393-2072   

Ideas and Article Submissions 

Advocates and manufacturers are welcome to submit articles, or suggestions for articles, to the CPS 
Express! 

Send your ideas and submissions to kchausmer@safekids.org. 

All submissions may be edited for content and length. 

  

Policies and 

Procedures 

Manual 

  Code of Conduct   
Customer Service 

Survey 

  Contact Us 

 

  

  

 

Program Partners 

 
 

 

Program Sponsor 

 

 

  
National CPS Certification Training is a program of Safe Kids Worldwide, which is the certifying body and 

responsible for managing all aspects of the program. 

1255 23RD STREET, NW, SUITE 400 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037 | PHONE: PHONE: 877-366-8154 

© 2019 SAFE KIDS WORLDWIDE 
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