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TOP NEWS CEU RESOURCES FOR INSTRUCTORS

MAY/JUNE 2018 Recertification

Top News 

Celebrate CPST Month on Social Media 

For National CPST Month (May), change your social media profiles to shout out your certification! 



2

   
To save: Right click on the image and select SAVE AS PICTURE. 

We are on track to meet the goal of 100 Certification Courses with Instructors earning sweet lapel pins. 
If you respond to posts on our Facebook page in May and your profile pic is changed, you could be 
randomly selected to get one of your own. The dates we will be picking winners are top secret so 
comment often and make sure your CPS online profile has your correct contact information. 

Thank you for being CPS-certified! 

 

A Letter from Safe Kids Worldwide President Torine Creppy 

Safe Kids is honored to partner with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the National 
Child Passenger Safety Board and all technicians who support the national CPS Certification program. 
In order to maintain the excellence of this important program, we are announcing the following modest 
fee increases to go into effect January 1, 2019. 

 Course Fees: Certification course fees will increase from $85 to $95. 

This modest adjustment is the first since 2014. It will cover the cost 

increases for customer service, printing, shipping and fuel surcharges 

and improving the online system.  

 Recertification Fees: After almost 10 years, there will be a $5 increase 

for two years of CPS certification to accommodate annual increases in 

our direct expenses. 

I understand and appreciate the commitment and dedication you demonstrate each and every day. These 
modest increases will help us continue to support you and your efforts to protect kids. As we continue to 
improve the program, we hope you will provide your feedback and constructive ideas to Kerry 
Chausmer. 

Thank you for everything you do to prevent injuries and save lives. 

Torine Creppy, President 

Safe Kids Worldwide 
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Available as a PDF 

 

What’s New in the Certification Department 

ME!! I am Debbie Landoskey the new Quality Assurance Specialist. I am a retired Sergeant from the 
Boca Raton Police Department (Florida) and have been a CPST Instructor for 18 years. I am looking 
forward to working with and meeting each of you. 

The Quality Assurance Specialist ensures that the recertification process, particularly the CEUs and the 
documentation is accurate. To ease your mind, being “audited” is not as bad it as it sounds, nothing like 
an IRS audit. 

The CPS certification program requires completion and online documentation of these elements for 
recertification: 

 5 Seat Checks: These are fully reviewed by a CPS Instructor or 

Technician Proxy: The five seat checks requirement documents that 

technicians have maintained and can demonstrate their CPS technical 

and communication skills. 

 6 Continuing Education Units (CEUs): The six hours of technical 

education help technicians stay up to date with innovations in vehicle 

and car seat technology, new guidelines and best practices. 

 Community Education: Participation in community education 

demonstrates that you are a practicing technician applying your CPS 

skills and knowledge in the field or learning new communication skills to 

better serve the community. There are three ways to meet this 

requirement. 

Up to four months following recertification you could be eligible to be audited, so save all of your CEU 
paperwork. During a CEU audit you will be required to provide the documentation for your six CEUs. 
The great thing is there are many ways of completing the required CEUs such as conferences, webinars 
and online courses. 

Showing proper documentation can be a copy of a certificate showing your attendance, a copy of a quiz 
from taking an online course or proof of a subscription to an approved news journal or magazine. 

A few websites that offer online CEU trainings are: 

 Safe Kids Worldwide 

 National Child Passenger Safety Board 

 Britax and Evenflo (through your online profile) 
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There are many links to upcoming webinars, online training and subscriptions on the Safe Kids 
Certification website. 

Be sure to create a file (electronic or paper) and save copies of all your completed CEUs for at least four 
months, just in case you are one of the lucky ones who gets randomly audited. Seriously, though, 
breathe easy. I will work with you to help you pass the audit. 

If you have any questions about your certification you can email me at cpsaudit@safekids.org. 

Submitted by Debbie Landoskey, Safe Kids Worldwide Quality Assurance (Ormond 

Beach, Fla.) 

 

Child Seats and Ride Sharing  

One of the biggest issues for families using ride sharing services is car seats. People living in or visiting 
cities frequently use public transportation and ride hailing/sharing services, such as Uber or Lyft. Often, 
families with young children want to keep their children safe but also want convenient services. 

If a family is vacationing, they may still be able to use optional products with rental cars or sharing 
services that would make it easier to travel with and provide a safe alternative to conventional car seats. 
Some of the car seat manufacturers have developed portable products that make it easier for families to 
travel with a car seat such as BubbleBum, Graco TurboBooster TakeAlong , Mifold, Immi Go and the 
Ride Safer Travel Vest. Let’s not forget that for infants and younger children, parents may use a rear 
facing only car seat and leave the base at home and the stroller can go in the trunk. They should double 
check that the car seat can be installed without the base. 

Ride sharing services recognize that safety minded families are looking for companies that provide a 
level of service to transport their children. You can only count on car seats for Uber or Lyft in a handful 
of cities right now. You’ll see the option in the app when available. Look for “Uber Family or “Uber Car 
Seat”. 

Safe Kids Worldwide and Uber teamed up in July 2016 to provide training with drivers successfully in 
the New York City area on one child restraint system, the IMMI Go. CPSTs work with the driver and 
sign off on each skill that is accomplished such as understanding the basics, adjusting the harness, and 
proper installation within their vehicle. Drivers can provide parent/caregiver with guidance on 
harnessing and that the parent/caregiver is responsible for harnessing the child into the car seat. More 
than 1,500 drivers have successfully completed the training. Learn more about this partnership at Uber 
and Car Seats. 

Ride sharing car seat service may expand but parents will continue to be responsible for harnessing and 
buckling their child. Some organizations, such as Baby Does NYC provide tips and suggestions: 

 Parents are advised to plan ahead and bring their own car seat. 

Protecting kids in an appropriate car seat is best practice. 

 Meet your driver as close to your location as possible. 

 Request that the driver pulls to the curb to avoid blocking traffic. 

 At your destination again ask the driver to pull in where it’s safe to get 

out and where you won’t block traffic. 
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 Get your child out first and pay the driver last, making sure they are well 

away from traffic, ideally holding the hand of an adult. 

Child passenger safety and ride sharing will continue to be an issue. Researchers at the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) Research Institute are looking at how children and families can safely 
utilize ride hailing/sharing services. As their research is published, we will share it in the Express and on 
our Facebook page. 

Submitted by Kim Herrmann, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ft. Myers, Fla.) 

 

Get on Board and Pull the Tether out of LATCH 

Safe Kids Worldwide released three reports in 2017 to examine tethers and their use in the US over 
time. Car Seat Tethers: Essential for Safety but Consistently Overlooked was published in September 
2017. They found that 64 percent of parents in their study (2015 – 2016) were not using the tether on 
their forward-facing car seat. That number was consistent with the numbers from Safe Kids checkup 
events in 2011 – 2012. Of the 36 percent that used the tether, just over half (56 percent) used it correctly. 
The Safe Kids Worldwide August 2017 report, CPS: Impact of Safe Kids Buckle Up Inspections, also 
highlighted several areas where little progress has been made between 2005 and 2016, including tether 
use. This is where technological advances and/or educational enhancements could lead to further 
improvements. To better understand why parents are not using tethers, Safe Kids Worldwide undertook 
a study during Child Passenger Safety Month (Sept. 2017) to see if parents could correctly identify the 
tether on the car seat and a tether anchor in the vehicle. The results were published later that year . One 
hundred and thirty coalitions from 38 states submitted a total of 1,354 surveys. When asked to identify 
the tether and the tether anchor, only 46 percent of parents could identify either the tether or tether 
anchor. Parents with forward facing seats were more likely to correctly identify both the tether and 
tether anchor, than parents with a rear-facing seat. 

Recent initiatives of car seat manufacturers to remind and educate families of proper tether use by 
improving awareness and education on the usage of the car seat tether are gaining ground.  We applaud 
their efforts!  Not everyone seeks out a car seat technician to make sure that theirs is the right seat for 
their child and that it fits the vehicle properly. Families depend on packaging, so something that may 
draw their attention to a feature that will improve safety is a real plus. 

Recently, Evenflo introduced a smaller red tether attachment on the Maestro Sport (red tether) to draw 
attention to its use. It will launch with their new car seats (that have a FF harness mode) and then will 
transition to older platforms later this year. Kids Embrace is also drawing attention to the tether by 
making it (and the lower anchor strap) bright orange. Dorel’s instructions for the Maxi Cosi Magellan 
emphasize a warning that using the restraint without the tether strap anchored as recommended by the 
manufacturer would be a misuse of the child restraint and, in a sudden stop or crash, could result in 
serious injury or death. Diono's top tether design is also evolving to increase use by families. The top 
tether and the tag will be marked with the standard symbol. To make tightening the tether easier, the 
adjustment is nearer the connector. 
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Kids Embrace 

 

Evenflo Maestro Sport 
 

Diono 

May is CPST Month where more than 100 checkup events and certification classes will share valuable 
information with families and those that will influence families… new and seasoned technicians. How 
about asking every parent at your next event to show you all the tether anchors in their car and the tether 
attachment on their car seat? Talk it up and assume people do not know of all their options to make their 
child safer at no additional cost. Emphasize tethers and provide this great Safe Kids Worldwide 
Tether Infographic. We have learned that just a few minutes of individual tech time helps families find, 
use and value the tether for forward facing kids as demonstrated by Gary on the Street . 

Looking for a way to help explain the benefits of the tether with caregivers? Check out this Tether vs. 
No Tether video from our friends at The Ohio State University. 

Submitted by Kim Herrmann, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ft. Myers, Fla.) 

 

Little Passenger Seats  

A year ago, in the July/August 2017 CPS Express, we shared information about a product being 
marketed online as a car seat but it is not designed for crashworthiness. NHTSA was contacted by Lt. 
Sharon Douglas of the Chemung County Sheriff’s office inquiring as to the Little Passenger FMVSS 
status. NHTSA’s detailed response concludes the Little Passenger Seats do not meet FMVSS 213. 

The site has since been seized and declared fraudulent. 

 

New: Traffic Safety Facts Portal 

The new Traffic Safety Facts portal gives users the ability to generate numerous descriptive statistics 
about traffic crashes of all severities, from those that result in property damage to those that result in the 
loss of human life. This portal fulfils a long-standing need to be able to provide the tables in a timelier 
and easily-accessible manner. The portal now incorporates the feature to output the tables in various 
popular formats (Excel, pdf, etc.) while also providing features to request versions of the tables both at 
the national and state levels, where applicable. In addition, users can also generate historic versions of 
the tables. The data sources are the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS, 2010-2016) and the 
National Automotive Sampling System General Estimates System (NASS GES, 2010-2015). 
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National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Reports 

The National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA), an office of the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), is responsible for providing a wide range of analytical and statistical 
support to NHTSA and the highway safety community at large. 

Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes as a Leading cause of Death in the United States, 2015  

For the seventh consecutive year, motor vehicle traffic crashes in 2015 were not among the top 10 
causes of death in the United States. Motor vehicle crashes were the 13th leading cause of death overall 
among all causes. This continued drop in the rank of motor vehicle traffic crashes as a leading cause of 
death can be attributed to the 19-percent decline in traffic fatalities over the last decade. Nevertheless, 
despite this drop, motor vehicle traffic crashes continue to be among top 10 leading causes of death 
among younger age groups. When motor vehicle traffic crashes were ranked within unintentional injury 
deaths, they were the second leading cause of death during 2015. Among unintentional injury deaths, 
motor vehicle deaths were the second leading cause for all ages. 

Read the report 

2016 Occupant Protection in Passenger Vehicles Traffic Safety Fact Sheet 

Occupant protection discussed in this fact sheet includes seat belts, car seats for those 4 and younger and 
frontal air bags in passenger vehicles (passenger cars, pickup trucks, vans, and SUVs). Vehicle 
occupants are both drivers and passengers. There were 37,461 traffic fatalities in the United States in 
2016, of which 23,714 (63%) were occupants of passenger vehicles. Of the 23,714 passenger vehicle 
occupants killed in 2016, there were 11,282 who were restrained and 10,428 who were unrestrained at 
the time of the crashes. Restraint use was not known for the remaining 2,004 of the occupants. Looking 
only at those passenger vehicle occupants who were killed and their restraint use known, 52 percent 
were restrained and 48 percent were unrestrained. 

Read the report 

  

 

CEU Resources 

This section provides information on nationally-available continuing education opportunities. We are 
not able to include information on state or local conferences, training or other technical updates if they 
cannot be made available nationally. This information is provided as a resource only. Events and 
activities listed here are not endorsed by Safe Kids Worldwide unless otherwise noted. 

CPS Express CEU Corner Submissions: Please e-mail the necessary information (in the format below) 
to Kerry Chausmer. 
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Conferences 

KIDZ IN MOTION 
Broomfield, CO (Metro Denver) 
August 30 – September 1, 2018  

 

Online Courses 

A variety of webinars are available online and free of charge. Learn more.  

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 Troubleshoot to avoid problems: Run a System Check 

 Can I get credit for watching a webinar with a group?  

 Can I use my smartphone? 

Car Seat Manufacturer Update: Chicco  
Thursday, May 17, 2018 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET 
Register now 

Secrets and Tips to Passing Your Recertification Audit 
* Not eligible for CPS CEU (no technical content).  
* May be used for Community Education requirement. 
Thursday, June 7, 2018  
1:00 PM – 1:30 PM ET 
Register now 

Recreational Vehicles and Child Occupants 
Thursday, June 14, 2018 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET 
Register now 

More webinars coming soon! Updates posted on Facebook. 

 

For Instructors 

Registration Issues? 

Lead instructors handle all the course logistics and are often the first contact when people have questions 
or problems registering (paying) for a course. Please refer them to Customer Service for help! They are 
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available weekdays 9am to 5pm ET at 877-366-8154 and at cps.certification@safekids.org (it takes 1 to 
3 days for a reply). 

Customer Service can also help with 

 Receipts 

 Rescheduling a registration 

 Substituting a registration 

 Cancelling a registration 

 Updating an address or email 

Please contact Customer Service first. They will refer you (or your students) if they are not able to 
provide help. 

What about other questions? 

If you have questions about becoming a CPS instructor, becoming a technician proxy, or if you have any 
appeals or complaints, check out the information online. Contact Safe Kids if you have additional 
questions. 

Do you have CEU audit questions? Contact the Quality Assurance Specialist. 

 

Just for Instructors: Absent 

Please only mark students absent if they do not attend ANY part of the course. If they are there, they 
need to be graded. This makes it clear who was there and who wasn’t. 

Example: A student is sick and leaves at the end of day 1. They took the quiz and got 14. They did not 
complete any skills evaluations. They get 14/50 and F for the skills tests.  

If they do not attend or if they do not finish due to an emergency, they can send in the Emergency Fee 
Refund form. Details online at Can’t Attend the Course, a link in the footer on every page. 

 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? 

Safe Kids Worldwide 
CPS Certification  
1255 23rd Street NW, Suite 400  
Washington, D.C. 20037 
cps.certification@safekids.org 
Phone: 877-366-8154 (toll free)  
Fax: 202-393-2072   

Ideas and Article Submissions 
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Advocates and manufacturers are welcome to submit articles, or suggestions for articles, to the CPS 
Express! 

Send your ideas and submissions to kchausmer@safekids.org. 

All submissions may be edited for content and length. 

  

Policies and 

Procedures 

Manual 

  Code of Conduct   
Customer Service 

Survey 

  Contact Us 

 

  

  

  
National CPS Certification Training is a program of Safe Kids Worldwide, which is the certifying body and 

responsible for managing all aspects of the program. 

1255 23RD STREET, NW, SUITE 400 

WASHINGTON, DC 20037 | PHONE: 202-662-0639 

© 2018 SAFE KIDS WORLDWIDE 
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