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TOP NEWS CEU RESOURCES FOR INSTRUCTORS

JULY/AUGUST 2018 Recertification

Top News 

CPST Month Recap 

Our fifth CPST Month was a success with 1,444 newly certified technicians. We had 110 courses in May, 
more than in any other CPST Month, which launched in 2014. 
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Thank you to the more than 188 instructors who taught 110 Certification Courses in 45 states and 
Singapore! New York led the states with eight courses, followed by California with seven courses. 

Lead Instructors for May Certification courses were sent lapel pins for their instructor teams. If you taught 
a course, ask your Lead about yours! 

Plan now for the next CPST Month: May 2019! 

 

2019 CPS Board Awards – Nominations Open  

Each year, the National CPS Board sponsors the CPS Technician and Instructor of the Year Awards. New 
in 2019, the NCPSB will also present an award for CPS Team or Organization of the Year! 

These national awards honor the men and women who dedicate their time, passion and skills to help 
improve the safety of children and their caregivers on the road. What Technician and/or Instructor from 
your area demonstrates these qualities? Are you a part of a CPS Team or have an organization within your 
community that is doing great work around child passenger safety?  

Take the time to show them how valuable and appreciated they are by nominating them for one of these 
national awards. The nomination period ends on September 30, 2018. Learn more or submit your 
nomination on the CPS Board website. 

 

Reminder: Fee Change Effective January 1 

To maintain the excellence of this important program, the following modest fee increases to go into effect 
on January 1, 2019. 

 Course Fees: Certification course fees will increase from $85 to $95. 

This modest adjustment is the first since 2014. It will cover the cost 

increases for customer service, printing, shipping and fuel surcharges and 

improving the online system. 

 Recertification Fees: After almost 10 years, there will be a $5 increase 

for two years of CPS certification to accommodate annual increases in 

our direct expenses. 

 

Keeping Basic Skills in the Field  

Not too many technicians or instructors have the luxury of having CPS as their sole job responsibilities. 
Often, we wear multiple hats, leaving CPS as just one of the many of our job expectations. Trying to 
balance our day-to-day activities and staying up to date on the constantly changing CPS field can be quite 
challenging. It is important to keep our skills sharp. 
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There are two CPS Board resources that are especially handy if you do not check seats regularly: 

1. Key CPST Reminders 

2. Quick CPST Reminders: Uncommon Situations 

It is important to stay current and engaged and there are several ways to do so that will not take too much 
time out of your schedule if you simply incorporate it into your routine. Set a goal to log onto a CPS-
related website once a month and spend 20-30 minutes locating new ideas, researching new technology or 
simply reading articles on trends happening in the field. There are a variety of websites such as the 
National CPS Board, CPS Certification, American Academy of Pediatrics, car seat manufacturers, 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety or National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to name a few. 
Keep reading the CPS Express for updates from the field and event announcements. 

Secondly, dedicate time each quarter to participate in a checkup event with other technicians. This way 
you can keep up your hands-on technical skills, terminology and as a bonus, if an instructor or technician 
proxy is available, have your seat checks completed for recertification. 

To ensure important information is not missed, always go back to the basics with selection, direction, 
location, installation and harnessing to ensure the child leaves safer than they arrived. 

Additionally, this is a great way to stay connected and keep in touch with other CPSTs in your area, so 
when you have questions or need assistance with an installation or event you have an established 
connection. Today’s challenge is to research when and where events/fitting stations are happening in your 
area and make a commitment to attend the next one. 

Thank you to all the dedicated technicians and instructors for keeping our children safe! 

Submitted by Debbie Landoskey, Safe Kids Worldwide Quality Assurance (Ormond Beach, 

Fla.) 

 

Safe Kids Worldwide Statement on NTSB Recommendations for School Bus Safety 

On May 22, 2018, at the conclusion of a special investigation on school bus transportation safety, the 
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) made 16 recommendations to improve the safety of 
children on school buses. While most of the NTSB recommendations were administrative in nature and 
relative to commercial driver licensing requirements, driver performance and oversight responsibilities, 
they made a significant leap forward to recommend and promote the use of 3-point seat belts (lap and 
shoulder belts). 

Read the Safe Kids Worldwide statement  

Submitted by Lorrie Walker, Safe Kids Worldwide(Deerfield Beach, Fla.) 

 

Tips for submitting a CEU event for approval 
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The Certification Department reviews approximately 300 CEU submissions annually. Sometimes we need 
to follow up with the person submitting the CEU for clarification in order to determine if the sessions are 
CEU-worthy. Most of the applications are CEU-worthy. Those that are not may qualify for community 
education. 

Let’s first discuss what is CEU-worthy. To be CEU-worthy, there must be new CPS technical content. 
Improving CPS technical knowledge is the core requirement for CEUs to count toward recertification. 
Technical content is information that may describe a function or feature of vehicles or car seats. It may be 
research-based, such as benefits of using a tether, or resources that would assist families. If you are 
organizing a CEU technical update, ask presenters to write a brief description of their topic and review it 
to confirm it is clearly technical content. 

Example of a good description: 

Transition from Booster to Belt (1 CEU) 
Time: 9:15 am – 10:15 am; 60 min = (1 CEU) 
Many caregivers’ express confusion about when it is time to transition their child from a booster 
seat to the seatbelt. In this session Technicians will learn why it is important for children to stay 
in a booster seat until the seat belt fits properly on its own and will gain knowledge and skills to 
help them communicate this information to parents and children. 

A title such as “Dynamics of Frontal Crashes Causing Injury” is clearly technical in nature. Others, such as 
“Car Seats Rock:” are not as clear that the content is  new technical content. In that case, we would need a 
brief description. We can only review what is submitted so we rely on accurate information. We may ask 
that you have the presenter break down the amount of time to reflect at least 45 minutes of technical 
content in a 1-hour session. Example: New State Law (15 min. not technical content) and seat belt changes 
(dynamic locking latchplates and inflatable seat belt info (45 min.- technical content) would be eligible for 
1 CEU. 

Steps in submitting a CEU form: 

 Complete a legible submission of the current CEU form.. 

 Complete contact information (this does not necessarily need to be the 

person presenting or the person who is coordinating the CEU opportunity 

session.) 

 Circle or highlight In-person session (category 1) or Online/Web Session 

(category 4). If you are sharing a recorded webinar or online offering to a 

live audience, it would be Category 1. 

 Update/Conf. name (if applicable), it is always good to have a name such 

as 2018 Newark CPS Update. 

 Target audience, CPS Techs and Instructors (only currently certified techs 

or instructors will earn CEUs by participating in a tech update).    

 Date of update.  

o If the date changes, send an email and include the Event ID. 

 City/state of update 
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 How will proof of attendance be provided to attendees? This can be 

anything with the CPST’s name, date and update name, number of CEUs 

and Event ID. It could be a copy of the roster or a certificate. 

 Please submit a complete application at least two weeks before the event 

to allow adequate time for review. We will respond in approximately three 

business days. We will send an approval email with the amount of CEUs 

awarded to keep for your records. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please let us know. 

Once you have an Event ID, providing it again is easy. All you need to send me the (1) Event ID, (2) new 
date, (3) city, (4) person coordinating the session the event and (4) confirm that the content has been 
reviewed and is up to date. The approval is good for one year. I am happy to add the session without any 
more paperwork.   

Providing a CEU opportunity for techs to gather at an in-person session or participate in a webinar watch 
party is a great way to learn and earn CEUs but to share experiences and resources that enhance the work 
we do. 

Submitted by Kim Herrmann, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ft. Myers, Fla.) 

 

Have an Idea for a Lifesavers Session? 

The Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities 2019 will take place in Louisville, KY 
from March 31-April 2. This national traffic safety conference brings people interested in research and 
advocacy, child passenger safety, adult occupant protection, bicycles, school buses, pedestrians, distraction 
and other traffic-related topics. 

In the Occupant Protection for Children (OPC) track we are looking for ways to address new research, and 
emerging and hot topic issues. More information on submitting abstracts, including the online portal, is on 
the Lifesavers website. Submissions are accepted until August 31, 2018. 

If you have a session idea but don’t have an abstract to submit, email Kerry Chausmer to submit your idea 
or proposed speakers. A formal call for abstracts will go out from the Lifesavers committee later in the 
year based on some of the workshops proposed from this solicitation. 

Thank you for your continued dedication to keeping children safe! 

 

Vacation Travel Safety: RVs and Ride Sharing 

With the summer in full-swing, be sure you have information on summer travel. Here are a few resources. 

Did you know that Alisa Baer, known as the Car Seat Lady, started the Uber Family trainings in New 
York City? She also has tips for family travel in taxis. Check out her website for more tips and 
information. 
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Did you miss the webinar on Recreational Vehicles and Child Occupants? You can watch it on the CPS 
Board website, passing a quiz to earn a CEU. 

Want to earn another CEU? Take the Vacation Travel Safety online course for information on safe travel 
in airplanes, in trains and subways, golf carts or other low speed vehicles and more. 

 

FAQ: What is the difference between rigid and flexible lower anchors? 

Rigid lower anchors have no webbing but are directly connected to the metal frame. Flexible lower 
anchors are attached to the seat with webbing. Some caregivers may think it is about the connectors (such 
as hooks or mini-connectors), when it is about the lower anchor connection to the car seat itself. 

 

 

See Something. Say Something. Correcting Retailer Misinformation. 

Have you ever been browsing a retailer’s website or walking the aisles of a store and noticed some 
incorrect information about a car seat? It happens. The big question is – what do you do when you spot 
that misinformation? 

If you see something, say something. In this case, say something directly to the car seat manufacturer. You 
can call the company’s customer service line or reach out directly to the company’s advocate. 

Retailers have websites with details on thousands of products, so it is not uncommon for incorrect 
information to be added about a product. Car seat manufacturers work closely with their retail partners to 
provide information and ensure accuracy, but mistakes can still happen. When a car seat manufacturer 
spots a mistake, they can work directly with their retail partner to ensure the information is updated. 
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As technicians, you can certainly reach out directly to the retailer as well, but the retailer is likely to reach 
out to the manufacturer before making any changes, so the most direct route is to alert the manufacturer 
first. 

Every car seat company works hard to ensure appropriate, accurate information is provided about its 
products. We appreciate your assistance in limiting the spread of misinformation out in the field. 

So, remember, the next time you see something that seems a little off, the car seat manufacturer should be 
your first point of contact. 

You can find a listing of many company advocates on the MACPS website. 

You can find a listing of car seat company customer service numbers on the National CPS Board website. 

Submitted by Manufacturer’s Alliance for Child Passenger Safety 

 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Reports 

The National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA), an office of the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), is responsible for providing a wide range of analytical and statistical support to 
NHTSA and the highway safety community at large. 

2016 Passenger Vehicles Traffic Safety Fact Sheet 

This fact sheet provides data on passenger vehicles which are defined as motor vehicles weighing less than 
10,000 pounds and includes passenger cars and light trucks (SUVs, pickup trucks, vans, and other light 
trucks). In 2016 there were 23,714 passenger vehicle occupants who died in motor vehicle traffic crashes. 
Among the passenger vehicle occupants killed in 2016 in motor vehicle traffic crashes, 57 percent were 
passenger car occupants and 43 percent were light-truck occupants. Passenger vehicles made up 93 percent 
of registered vehicles and accounted for 90 percent of total vehicle miles traveled in 2016. There were 
52,190 vehicles involved in fatal crashes in 2016, of which 78 percent (40,908) were passenger vehicles. 

Read the report 

Non-Traffic Surveillance: Fatality and Injury Statistics in Non-Traffic Crashes in 2015 

Non-traffic motor vehicle crashes are a class of crashes that occur off public traffic ways. These crashes, 
subsequently referred to as “non-traffic crashes,” are mostly single-vehicle crashes on private roads, two-
vehicle crashes in parking facilities, or collisions with pedestrians in driveways. In addition, there are non-
traffic incidents such as a vehicle falling on a person underneath or an unintentional carbon monoxide 
poisoning inside the vehicle. Both non-traffic crashes and non-traffic incidents have the potential to cause 
fatalities and injuries to people.  

Based on the Non-Traffic Surveillance (NTS) system, an estimated 2,125 people were killed in non-traffic 
motor vehicle crashes in 2015. More than one third (39 percent) of these people were nonoccupants, such 
as pedestrians and bicyclists. Additionally, an estimated 95,000 people were injured in these crashes 
during 2015, of which about one-third (31 percent) were nonoccupants. 
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Read the report 

Seat Belt Use in 2017—Use Rates in the States and Territories 

In 2017, seat belt use in the United States ranged from 67.6 percent in New Hampshire to 97.1 percent in 
Georgia. Twenty-three states, the District of Columbia, Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands achieved 
seat belt use rates of 90 percent or higher. These results are from probability-based observational surveys 
conducted in the 50 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. Territories. 

Read the report 

 

CEU Resources 

This section provides information on nationally-available continuing education opportunities. We are not 
able to include information on state or local conferences, training or other technical updates if they cannot 
be made available nationally. This information is provided as a resource only. Events and activities listed 
here are not endorsed by Safe Kids Worldwide unless otherwise noted. 

CPS Express CEU Corner Submissions: Please e-mail the necessary information (in the format below) 
to Kerry Chausmer. 

 

Conferences 

KIDZ IN MOTION 
Broomfield, CO (Metro Denver) 
August 30 – September 1, 2018  

Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities 
Louisville, KY 
March 31 – April 2, 2019 

 

Online Courses 

A variety of webinars are available online and free of charge. Learn more.  

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 Troubleshoot to avoid problems: Run a System Check 



9

 Can I get credit for watching a webinar with a group?  

 Can I use my smartphone? 

CRS Usability: How caregivers interact with different lower anchor and top tether features 
Thursday, July 26, 2018 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET 
Register now 

Understanding Bias: A Guide to Working with Caregivers from Other Cultures 
Thursday, October 11, 2019 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET 
Register now 

More webinars coming soon! Updates posted on Facebook. 

 

For Instructors 

Let’s Sing From the Same Song Sheet!   

Lead instructors are responsible for course logistics and managing the entire course from start to finish. 
Did you know that all instructors need to be ready to teach any module or activity? Being very familiar 
with the entire curriculum allows the team to work together and stay on track. The instructor team is also 
required to attend a pre-meeting to discuss the agenda, teaching assignments, roster, etc.  

What did I forget? Oh, yes, we must all be teaching the current curriculum, without additional slides or 
changes. Check with everyone about which version they are using to prepare for class. Does each 
instructor have the latest DVD or files? If anyone is missing the latest DVD, they can make a copy from a 
colleague or contact Safe Kids. We must sing from the same song sheet! Great voices or instructors that 
are not singing the same song will sound like everyone doesn’t know the song or the material. Every 
instructor has a certain style in teaching but needs to be knowledgeable about content in every module. 
This helps not just to ensure flow, but that the team is organized and consistent. 

The required instructor pre-course meeting is an opportunity to clarify technological features of car seats 
or vehicles and terminology that is in the curriculum. Instructors can play with the course demo seats to 
make sure they are familiar and comfortable using and adjusting them. Even before the meeting, a good 
review of each of the modules and their references gets your mind in sync with the curriculum and helps 
you prepare for the concepts that candidates often struggle with during the class. So, discussing the lyrics 
(concepts) of the song (curriculum) and sharing how we can be clear and concise is a great way to grow as 
an instructor.  

If we have had the opportunity to teach with a variety of teams, we have learned some new tricks to share. 
We need to know the song before we can harmonize and that takes practice. Being a member of the 
instructor team means we come prepared, we share, we listen, we work together to have a great class that 
the team and candidates can enjoy. 

Submitted by Kim Herrmann, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ft. Myers, Fla.) 
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Questions? Comments? Concerns? 

Safe Kids Worldwide 
CPS Certification  
1255 23rd Street NW, Suite 400  
Washington, D.C. 20037 
cps.certification@safekids.org 
Phone: 877-366-8154 (toll free)  
Fax: 202-393-2072   

Ideas and Article Submissions 

Advocates and manufacturers are welcome to submit articles, or suggestions for articles, to the CPS 
Express! 

Send your ideas and submissions to kchausmer@safekids.org. 

All submissions may be edited for content and length. 

  

Policies and 

Procedures 

Manual 

  Code of Conduct   
Customer Service 

Survey 

  Contact Us 

 

  

  

 

  
National CPS Certification Training is a program of Safe Kids Worldwide, which is the certifying body and 

responsible for managing all aspects of the program. 

1255 23RD STREET, NW, SUITE 400 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037 | PHONE: PHONE: 877-366-8154 

© 2018 SAFE KIDS WORLDWIDE 
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