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TOP NEWS CEU RESOURCES FOR INSTRUCTORS

JULY/AUGUST 2017 Recertification 

Top News 

CPST Month Recap 

Our fourth CPST Month was a success with 1,313 newly certified technicians.  We had more courses in 
May than in any other CPST Month, which launched in 2014. 

Thank you to the over 430 instructors who taught 94 Certification Courses in 44 states! Indiana and New 
Jersey went above and beyond, offering five courses each. 
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Lead Instructors for May Certification courses were sent lapel pins for their instructor teams. If you 
taught a course, ask your Lead about yours! 

Plan now for the next CPST Month: May 2018! 

 

CPST Special at PrevCon 

CPSTs can attend the CPS Latest Technologies Tech Update from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm and Welcome 
Reception 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm on July 26. During the Welcome Reception, CPSTs will have the 
opportunity to network and visit the exhibit hall. The cost for this special registration type is $75. You 
can complete your registration here. Please note this is only available for July 26. 

 

 

Techs and Tethers 

For some reason the unappreciated, underutilized and often un-noticed top tether gets overlooked more 
often than we like. We are curious to know what you are seeing in the field – why are people choosing 
or ignoring the tether? How confident are you promoting tethers? What do you think parents are missing 
about this free and available safety feature? 

Please take our very brief, 4 question survey and fill us in? Perhaps there is something we can do as a 
creative army of advocates to motivate parents to “seek and find” the tether anchor in their car seat and 
then help them to use it every time. 
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Getting Started: Highlighting Educational Tools for Techs 

Congratulations to all the new techs from May courses! This may be your first issue of the CPS Express, 
and we want to provide you with some additional tools to reach out to underserved communities. You 
learned in class about the concerns with misuse, and with more experience in the field, will be able to 
easily identify them and provide guidance to the families. What you also learned in class was that we 
have a larger issue with nonuse of car seats. A CDC study found that, in one year, more than 618,000 
children ages 0-12 rode in vehicles without the use of a child safety seat, booster seat or a seat belt at 
least some of the time. Of the children ages 12 years and younger who died in a crash in 2015 (for which 
restraint use was known), 35 percent were not buckled up. Read more at CDC CPS Facts. 

You don’t have to be the best presenter to be effective in increasing awareness of the benefits of being in 
a properly fitted car seat, wearing a seat belt and sitting in the back seat. Identify areas in your 
community where there is a mixture of high misuse and nonuse. You may find that people new to the 
U.S. don’t have the same appreciation for seat belts and car seats. Try reaching out and developing 
partnerships with migrant and new immigrant communities. Language and cultural barriers can be 
overcome by being bilingual (or working with interpreters) or partnering with community organizations 
and finding local champions. 

After you have identified the community and have a partner, now you just need the “tool”. Look no 
further than the Awareness Course Overview. The presentation kit is designed to provide you with basic 
knowledge to increase awareness of the issue and to promote child passenger safety. You can do it in 
two to four hours (and at the same time complete your Community Education requirement to non-techs 
for recertification). There are videos, leader notes, discussion starters and more to provide a professional 
yet friendly and informal information session to people who are not aware of the risks for injury for their 
children and themselves. It is free to download by completing the Basic Awareness Course request. We 
currently have the Awareness course available in English, Spanish and Mandarin…and looking for more 
translations! 

Child passenger safety tips (also available in French, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog and Vietnamese), 
infographics, resources and fact sheets are available at www.safekids.org 

Submitted by Kim Herrmann, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ft. Myers, Fla.) 

 

Iowa Inspection Stations Aid in Vehicle Recall Notifications 

Iowa has initiated a pilot program to address the dangers of vehicles traveling the state’s roadways with 
an active vehicle recall. The Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau (GTSB) and the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) are working together to find new ways to alert owners that their 
vehicle has an active vehicle recall and to have them fix the problem. 

Vehicle recalls can be a serious problem as some of the active recalls can lead to crashes and, in some 
instances, put the lives of the occupants of the vehicle at serious risk. In both 2014 and 2015, more than 
50 million U.S. vehicle owners received recall notices. 

Iowa’s pilot program evaluated car seat checkup events as a way to notify drivers of vehicle recalls. As 
the technicians worked with caregivers, they also asked the driver/owner if they want their VIN checked 
to see if their vehicle had a recall. Of the 80 vehicles that went through the inspection station, all 80 
agreed to have their VINs checked for recalls. A total of 17 vehicles, 21 percent, had active recalls. 
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The drivers were notified of the recall and provided with next steps. The study is continuing as they 
follow up to see if the recalls were fixed. 

It is our belief that if alerted by law enforcement or child passenger technicians of a recall, the 
driver/owner might be more likely to have the recall fixed. No matter the reason for the delay, it is 
imperative that we continue to reach out to owner/drivers to encourage them to have the recall handled. 

Child Passenger Safety (CPS) technician participation was one of the most positive outcomes from the 
pilot project. The drivers at the car inspection stations were more than willing to participate in the 
project and seemed very appreciative, and the technicians found the project worth their time. 

As you check car seats, consider encouraging the driver to search for recalls. They can do it online at 
https://www.nhtsa.gov/recalls or https://vinrcl.safercar.gov/vin/. We check for car seat recalls already, so 
this is a simple next step that can be done while finishing up our paperwork.  

 Recalls.gov – Sign up for recall alerts for car seats and/or vehicles 
 Need help finding the VIN? 

Example of a VIN # 

 

Submitted by Carole Guzzetta, NHTSA (Washington, D.C.) and Patrick Hoye, IA 

Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau (Des Moines, Iowa) 

 

It’s Not About Me  

Do Experienced Technicians Need to Double Check Our Work?  

We all know that for new technicians, having a second tech double check our work is a good idea. But 
what about for experienced techs or instructors? 

I have been a tech since 1997 and an instructor since 1998. When I was a Safe Kids Coordinator I used 
to be more active in the field (shout out to the Louisiana Passenger Safety Task Force!), but I am still 
able to teach and volunteer regularly. 
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I remember a few years ago, I was volunteering at an out-of-town event and asked a “new” senior 
technician to double check my work. She walked over, signed off my checklist without so much as a 
glance at my work and started to walk away. 

“Hey! Wait!” I said. “You didn’t double check the installation and communication.” 

She turned, smiled, and replied that I was so experienced it wasn’t necessary. I respectfully disagreed. 

“We can all get tired or confused or miss things,” I explained. 

The new technician understood and happily reviewed the install. It turned out that while working with 
the parent, I had not noticed a critical error. The belt webbing had a peculiar fold that meant the snug 
install was actually loose. I am so glad I had that second set of eyes!    

The truth is, whether you are a new tech or an experienced one, the “double check” by a fellow 
technician is critical. It’s not personal. It isn’t about me, or my skills, or about how long I’ve been in the 
field. It’s about teamwork, supporting each other and doing everything we can to make sure the 
installation is correct and the family is safe. 

Submitted by Kerry Chausmer, Safe Kids Worldwide (Washington, D.C.) 

 

Buyer Beware: New Fake Car Seat on the Market 

Only use Federally approved (FMVSS213) car seats! 

Buyer beware! There is a product being marketed online as a car seat but it is not designed for 
crashworthiness.  Looking at the product website, it does not meet FMVSS 213-- a requirement in the 
U.S. 
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Recently, Britax crash tested the product and results were terrifying. In a 30-mph crash, the seat came 
apart, offering no protection to the crash test dummy occupant. 

There are similar looking restraints that are FMVSS 213-approved, like the RideSafer Travel Vest, 
IMMI Go and several at EZonpro.com. They are clearly labeled that they meet U.S. federal standards. 

As CPS techs, we are trained to look for stickers confirming that U.S. standards are met. Consumers 
trust what they read online. You may see them at a checkup event, having been purchased online. If you 
do, take care to respectfully explain why their “bargain” could be deadly. 

 

Have an Idea for a Lifesavers Session? 

Lifesavers 2018 will take place in San Antonio, TX from April 22-24. This national traffic safety 
conference brings people interested in research and advocacy, child passenger safety, adult occupant 
protection, bicycles, school buses, pedestrians, distraction and other traffic-related topics. 

In the Occupant Protection for Children track we are looking for ways to address new research, and 
emerging and hot topic issues. More information on submitting abstracts, including the online portal, is 
on the Lifesavers website. Submissions are accepted until August 31, 2017. 

If you have a session idea but don’t have an abstract to submit, email Alexis Kagiliery at 
akagiliery@safekids.org to submit your idea or proposed speakers. A formal call for abstracts will go 
out from the Lifesavers committee later in the year based on some of the workshops proposed from this 
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solicitation.   
Thank you for your continued dedication to keeping children safe! 

Submitted by Alexis Kagiliery, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ormond Beach, Fla.)  

 

Prepare for the Heat: Events, Education and More! 

Summer is finally here! Families preparing for their summer vacations want to make sure their precious 
cargo is being transported as safely as possible. For CPS techs, that usually means weekends spent at 
seat check events. 

With an increase in seat check events in the summer months, it is important to make sure everyone stays 
properly hydrated and protected from the sun. When planning your events, consider providing water and 
sunscreen for your volunteers. You may also want to designate one of your volunteers to be the 
"hydration specialist" with the job of passing out cold water. It can sometimes be difficult to take a few 
minutes to go get water when there is a line of cars waiting. 

If you do not have tents or an indoor facility, providing sunscreen will help prevent the "seat check 
burn" that most of us have had at least once. Your hydration specialist, while passing out water, could 
also remind techs to reapply. 

Summer seat checks are also a great time to talk to parents about the danger of leaving kids alone in 
cars. There have already been at least 12 deaths of children left unattended in vehicles this year. 
Whether intentionally or unintentionally left alone in the car, these deaths are preventable. Use your 
skills to communicate to parents the danger of hyperthermia. There are downloadable fact sheets from 
NoHeatstoke.org and the National Safety Council.  

For more information on vehicle hyperthermia, along with other topics involving children in and around 
cars, visit Safe Kids Worldwide and NHTSA. There you will also find tips, facts, videos, and interactive 
activities to aid in our efforts to reduce deaths and injuries to children. 

Submitted by Jami Eklund, Safe Kids Worldwide (Massillon, Ohio) 

 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Reports 

The National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA), an office of the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), is responsible for providing a wide range of analytical and statistical 
support to NHTSA and the highway safety community at large. 

Traffic Safety Facts 2015 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s National Center for Statistics & Analysis has 
published the 2015 Traffic Safety Facts Annual Report, which presents data on fatal, injury and 
property-damage-only traffic crashes. 

Read the Report



8

  

Seat Belt Use in 2016 – Use Rates in the States & Territories 

In 2016, seat belt use in the United States ranged from 70.2 percent in New Hampshire to 97.2 percent in 
Georgia. Nineteen states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands 
achieved belt use rates of 90 percent or higher. These results are from probability-based observational 
surveys conducted by the 50 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. territories. The nationwide seat 
belt use rate was 90.1 percent in 2016, as measured by NHTSA’s National Occupant Protection Use 
Survey (NOPUS). NOPUS is a national probability-based survey, which is independent from state belt 
use surveys. NOPUS provides NHTSA’s official measure of nationwide seat belt use in the United 
States and other related information. Due to a difference in survey methodology, NOPUS provides a 
different measure of nationwide seat belt use than would be obtained by combining the use rates from 
the individual states and territories. 

Read the Report

  

Estimating Lives Saved by Electronic Stability Control 

In 2015 an estimated 1,949 lives were saved by electronic stability control (ESC) among passenger 
vehicle (PV) occupants. These lives saved consisted of 857 passenger car (PC) occupants and 1,0911 
light-truck and van (LTV) occupants. 

Read the Report

  

2015 Traffic Safety Factsheet Rural/Urban Comparison of Traffic 

Fatalities 

For this fact sheet, rural and urban boundaries are determined by the State highway departments and 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration. The state highway departments use the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s rural and urban boundaries. Of the 35,092 traffic fatalities, there were 17,114 (49 percent) that 
occurred in rural areas, 15,362 (44 percent) that occurred in urban areas and 2,616 (7 percent) that 
occurred in unknown areas. 

Read the Report
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2015 Passenger Vehicles Traffic Safety Fact Sheet 

Passenger vehicles are defined as motor vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds and include 
passenger cars and light trucks (SUVs, pickup trucks, vans and other light trucks). This fact sheet 
presents data on passenger vehicles from both FARS and GES. 

Read the Report

  

 

CEU Resources 

This section provides information on nationally available continuing education opportunities. We are not 
able to include information on state or local conferences, training or other technical updates if they 
cannot be made available nationally. This information is provided as a resource only. Events and 
activities listed here are not endorsed by Safe Kids unless otherwise noted. 
CPS Express CEU Corner Submissions: Please e-mail the necessary information (in the format below) 
to Kerry Chausmer. 

 

Conferences 

KIDZ IN MOTION  
Denver, Colo. 
August 31 – September 2, 2017 

Maine CPS Conference 
South Portland, Maine 
September 17 – September 19, 2017 

 

Online Courses 

A variety of webinars are available online and free of charge. Learn more  

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 Troubleshoot to avoid problems: Test your connection now 

 Can I get credit for watching a webinar with a group?  



10

 Can I use my smartphone? 

 
CPST Tools to Introduce CPS to OT/PT Specialists 
* Not eligible for CPS CEU (no technical content).  
* May be used for Community Education requirement. 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017  
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. EDT 
Register now 

CPS in Pickup Trucks 
Thursday, September 28, 2017 
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. EDT 
Register now 

More webinars coming soon! Mid-month updates posted on Facebook.  

** Not eligible for CPS CEUs but is eligible for the Community Education requirement 

 

For Instructors 

Swapping Out the Course Lead 

To change the Lead Instructor for a course, you must click on “Edit Course”. It is not under “Setup 
Course Instructors” since they are a crucial course component. 

Roster, Oh Roster 

Most work around the course roster is around making sure folks officially register for your course. There 
is stress when no one is registered and you must decide whether to cancel it, and stress when folks show 
up on Day 1 but are not on the roster.  
 
The roster is also a resource that can be used to promote relationships after the class by sharing contact 
information between new technicians. It is also a handy resource for the instructor team so they have 
everything they need to follow up with the new techs and invite them to events. Consider sharing the 
roster with other instructors and CPS leaders in the area. 

 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? 

Safe Kids Worldwide 
CPS Certification  
1255 23rd Street NW, Suite 400  
Washington, D.C. 20037 
cps.certification@safekids.org 
Phone: 877-366-8154 (toll free)  
Fax: 202-393-2072   
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Ideas and Article Submissions 

Advocates and manufacturers are welcome to submit articles, or suggestions for articles, to the CPS 
Express! 

Send your ideas and submissions to kchausmer@safekids.org. 

All submissions may be edited for content and length. 

  

Policies and 

Procedures 

Manual 

  Code of Conduct 

  Customer Service 

Survey 

  Contact Us 

 

  
  

  
National CPS Certification Training is a program of Safe Kids Worldwide, which is the certifying body and 

responsible for managing all aspects of the program. 

1255 23RD STREET, NW, SUITE 400 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037 | PHONE: 202-662-0639 

© 2017 SAFE KIDS WORLDWIDE 
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