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View as a Web Page

TOP NEWS CEU RESOURCES FOR INSTRUCTORS

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 Recertification

Top News 

Reminder: Fee Change Effective January 1, 2019 

To maintain the excellence of this important program, a modest fee increase went into effect on January 
1, 2019: 
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 Course fees changed to $95 

 Technician/instructor candidate recertification fees changed to $55 (no 

change to instructor recertification fees), 

 Instructor Candidacy application fee changed to $85 

 Technician Proxy application fee changed to $25 

 

JPMA Statement on Third Party Testing and Ratings 

Child car seat manufacturers ensure that safety devices are safe, accessible and affordable – investing 
millions of dollars toward initial designs, development and ongoing safety testing of their products. 

To ensure safety, all car seats must meet the stringent requirements of FMVSS 213 in the USA, CMVSS 
213 in Canada, and ECE R44-04 or ECE R129 in Europe. These strict and comprehensive regulations 
include crash performance, certain design characteristics, required labeling and instructions and more. 
The standards are based on crash data, verified through testing and are continuously monitored for 
appropriateness and effectiveness. 

While non-governmental organizations and independent researchers may develop their own testing or 
rating systems for car seats, the included parameters and measurements are often not validated by 
regulators, manufacturers or external experts. There are no regulatory processes met and formal input is 
not solicited or accepted. In some cases, such tests and results have been challenged by experts, and the 
published results have been corrected. Unfortunately, some external rating groups refuse to fully share 
their data for complete analysis by affected manufacturers, hindering the potential for future 
improvement. 

Car seats that meet or exceed the requirements of FMVSS 213, CMVSS 213, ECE R44-4 or ECE 129 
are deemed safe by the respective regulators in countries that require compliance with them. JPMA and 
its members welcome supplemental information obtained through non-standard or unverified testing 
procedures, but these results must be treated as supplemental to the regulations in each country, be 
verifiable and replicable, and be transparent as to allow the industry and regulators to validate the 
procedures and protocols used. 

Source: JPMA 

 

CEU Category Confusion 

Even though we have made it easy for CPSTs to earn all their Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for 
free in the comfort of their own home, there is still confusion around what counts as eligible CEUs. 
Every month, 80-100 randomly selected CEU audits are conducted and there are still questions on how 
to recertify or what constitutes approved CEUs for each category. 

Details of  CEUs by category are in the Policies and Procedures manual, the website, and in the CPS 
Express. 

Category #1: In-person session. These are a great way to catch up with your fellow CPSTs on the 
latest CPS information. They can be preapproved (with an Event ID), or not. If the session was 
preapproved, all you need is proof of attendance and the Event ID. If it was not preapproved, you will 
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need to provide information on the content, like an agenda with times, and proof of attendance. If there 
is any doubt if a session is CEU worthy, you can submit it to Safe Kids for pre-approval using a CEU 
Preapproval Request Form. 

 FAQ: What are some examples of acceptable and unacceptable CPS 

CEU content? 

 FAQ: How do I know how many CEUs a session is worth? 

Category #3: Teleconferences. These are like webinars, but depending on the format established 
by the moderator, it may be listen-only or allow interaction by participants. To qualify for CEUs, there 
must be a formal agenda published in advance and the organizers must confirm your attendance. This 
can be accomplished by them doing a roll call, for example. 

Category #4: Online/Web Session. These are arguably the easiest way to earn CEUs at home. By 
logging onto https://training.safekids.org/ or http://cpsboard.org/ you will find plenty of CEU 
opportunities. Additionally, CEUs from child restraint manufactures can also be earned by logging into 
your Certification online profile under online CEUs, viewing the course materials and taking a short 
quiz. The most important thing is to save a copy of your certificate of completion for each CEU in case 
you are audited. One advantage of using https://training.safekids.org/ is you can search for your 
certificates later if you are audited. All other training opportunities require you to save a hard copy or an 
electronic copy and there is no way to search later if your certificate is misplaced. 

Category #5: Newsletters/Manuals/Journals. These are CEUs earned through a paid subscription 
to an approved newsletter such as SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A. or Safe Ride News. Only the CPSTs name 
which is on the paid subscription is eligible to claim a CEU even if the newsletter is shared throughout 
the office. Examples of scientific journal articles of interest may be found online. 

Car seat checkup events or attending a presentation that is not eligible for CEUs may be counted 
towards your community education requirement. 

Remember, all recertification paperwork MUST be kept for three months after recertifying in case you 
are CEU-audited. Even if your agency saves a copy of your certificates in your training file, we strongly 
encourage you to keep your own copies, so they are readily-available, if needed. After you complete 
your recertification requirements and pay your fee, you will receive a notification that you are 
recertified. The auditing process starts immediately following this step so do not discard your 
documentation. 

Submitted by Debbie Landoskey, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ormond Beach, Fla.) 

 

Where Am I? I am a CPST but not on FIND A TECH. 

Have you searched for yourself (CPS Technician Last Name) on the FIND A TECH search only to see 
“0 results”? The FIND A TECH search only shows currently-certified CPSTs who also approved that 
their information could be public.     

CPSTs can choose what information appears, from just name and state, to contact details. Just edit your 
profile, check the “Permission to Post” box and decide what you want public. 
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You can change your posted information and whether or not you show up at all, any time. 

Step-by-step instructions are on the HOW TO page. 

 

NHTSA Releases New Child Passenger Safety Ad Campaign “If You Love Them 
Enough” 

NHTSA is excited to announce the release of new television, radio, out-of-home and digital Public 
Service Announcements (PSAs) for our Child Car Safety campaign. 

As CPSTs, you understand that it is critical for children to ride in the right car seat or booster seat for 
their age and size every trip, every time, and that children under 13 years of age are always correctly 
buckled up in the back seat. 
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The new PSAs build on the insights from parenting research and trends, focusing on the idea that parents 
will do anything for the love of their children. The TV PSAs feature relatable scenes of parents carrying 
out selfless acts- from watching their child’s soccer game in the pouring rain to soothing a crying baby 
at 4 a.m. The videos cleverly nudge parents to become more informed about car seats and booster seats. 
You may have seen them on the NHTSA Facebook page. 

Please watch the PSAs on the NHTSA website and at TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov. 

Use these free safety materials to generate awareness about child car safety in your community 
throughout the year. Want to customize one of our radio or print PSAs with the tag of your local DOT or 
organization? Please email Elizabeth Nilsson of NHTSA’s Office of Communications and Consumer 
Information for more information. 

The materials are available for use in donated and paid media, and note that if parents are willing to go 
to these lengths for their children then, surely, they would also visit NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat to ensure 
their child's safety. 

Submitted by Laura Dunn, NHTSA (Washington, DC) 

 

Policy Refresher: Seat Checks 

Real or mock, an actual vehicle must always be used for seat checks. 

Even though instructors and technicians are strongly encouraged to make every effort to do an actual 
safety seat checkup, if an actual caregiver is not present, the instructor/technician proxy may choose a 
mock scenario. During a mock scenario, a colleague acts out the part of the parent, but a real vehicle 
must still be utilized. Demo or seat bucks are not allowed for this process. Additionally, it is always best 
to have a child present. If the child is not available, you are encouraged to use a training doll to test the 
technician’s skills on child installations. 

For more information on this topic please see page R-5 of the recertification section of the Policies & 
Procedures Manual, Seat Check FAQs and online. 

Submitted by Debbie Landoskey, Safe Kids Worldwide (Ormond Beach, Fla.) 

 

Lifesavers CPST Thank You 

Are you a tech who is attending the Lifesavers Traffic Safety Conference in Louisville this March? 
Come to the Certification table at the Safe Kids Worldwide booth and show us your current wallet card 
(on paper or on your phone/tablet) and you can pick up a limited-edition pin. 
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We look forward to seeing you there! 

Submitted by Kerry Chausmer, Kim Herrmann and Debbie Landoskey, Team Cert 

(Washington, D.C., Fort Myers, Florida and Ormond Beach, Fla. ) 

 

CEU Resources 

This section provides information on nationally-available continuing education opportunities. We are 
not able to include information on state or local conferences, training or other technical updates if they 
cannot be made available nationally. This information is provided as a resource only. Events and 
activities listed here are not endorsed by Safe Kids Worldwide unless otherwise noted.  
CPS Express CEU Corner Submissions: Please e-mail the necessary information (in the format below) 
to Kerry Chausmer. 

 

Conferences 

Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities 
Louisville, KY 
March 31 – April 2, 2019 

PREVCON 
Washington, DC 
July 17 - 20, 2019 

KIDZ IN MOTION 
Champions Gate, FL (Orlando) 
August 22 –24, 2019 
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Online Courses 

A variety of webinars are available online and free of charge. Learn more.  

 

Upcoming Webinars 

 Troubleshoot to avoid problems: Run a System Check 

 Can I get credit for watching a webinar with a group?  

 Can I use my smartphone? 

Car Seat Mfg. Update: Goodbaby Int., Evenflo and Cybex 
Thursday, January 17, 2019 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm ET 
Register now 

LATCH 2019 - What the curbside tech needs to know 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm ET 
Register now 

Car Seat Mfg. Update: UPPAbaby 
Thursday, February 28, 2019 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm ET 
Register now 

More webinars coming soon! Updates posted on Facebook.  

 

For Instructors 

CPST Month: Schedule Your May Course Now 

New in 2019, instructors who teach a Certification course in May will get a new instructor pin. That’s 
right, this year we have instructor, not technician, pins. 
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Register your course now and be a part of the team to exceed our goal of 100 courses offered!  

Can I get instructor teaching hours for a technical update? 

Instructors must provide a minimum of 20 hours of lecturing and hands-on activities in Certification 
Courses during the current two-year certification cycle. At least 10 of the 20 hours must be earned 
through lecturing or hands-on teaching of the full Certification Course. The other 10 may be earned 
from mentoring or teaching the Renewal Testing Course. The hours are automatically applied to their 
profiles when the course is finalized online. 

Though CPSTIs cannot earn teaching hours, they can earn CEUs for providing technical updates. If they 
are in attendance and listening when they are not presenting, they can earn CEUs just like an audience 
member. If they develop their own new content, they can actually earn time and a half (1.5 hours) for a 
newly developed one-hour update. Of course, this can only be once per update. 

Why are teaching hours only awarded for Certification courses? 

1. Only CPSTIs are certified to teach the Certification Courses. 

2. Anyone can offer a technical update and they don’t even have to be a 

technician. As long as the content of the presentation is accurate, up to 

date and increases the CPS technical knowledge and skill of the CPST 

audience, the presenters do not even have to be a CPST or CPSTI. 

Think of a service manager who talks about new air bag technology, for 

example.  

3. Instructor hours are only for actual teaching time, not time in the 

classroom. Most instructors earn about 13 hours per course. With only 

20 teaching hours needed to recertify, this can generally be completed 

by teaching two classes every two years. 

Read this FAQ online. 
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Related FAQ: How do I calculate instructor teaching hours? 

 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? 

Safe Kids Worldwide 
CPS Certification  
1255 23rd Street NW, Suite 400  
Washington, D.C. 20037 
cps.certification@safekids.org 
Phone: 877-366-8154 (toll free)  
Fax: 202-393-2072   

Ideas and Article Submissions 

Advocates and manufacturers are welcome to submit articles, or suggestions for articles, to the CPS 
Express! 

Send your ideas and submissions to kchausmer@safekids.org. 

All submissions may be edited for content and length. 

  

Policies and 

Procedures 

Manual 

  Code of Conduct   
Customer Service 

Survey 

  Contact Us 

 

  

  

 

Program Partners 

 
 

 

Program Sponsor 

 

 

  
National CPS Certification Training is a program of Safe Kids Worldwide, which is the certifying body and 

responsible for managing all aspects of the program. 

1255 23RD STREET, NW, SUITE 400 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037 | PHONE: PHONE: 877-366-8154 

© 2019 SAFE KIDS WORLDWIDE 
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